Wilbur William "Billy" Gould Sr.
October 22, 1940 - April 28, 2017

Mr. Billy Gould’s Celebration of Life
My awesome Wilbur W. Gould Sr., aka “Billy” has beaten us to the punch once again. On
the 28th of April, at Inspira Medical Center of Vineland, N.J., Billy made his great escape;
crossing over to the other side and I am pretty sure he’s dancing.
The history of Gouldtown, N.J. changed forever on October 22nd, 1940, when the late
Wilbur W. Gould Jr. and Marion Gould welcomed their firstborn, Billy Gould, into this
wonderful world. Billy was a big brother to two younger siblings, Mark Gould and the late
Jeff Gould. Billy spent his childhood running through the woods, most of the time away
from someone; playing pranks on everyone, becoming sneaky enough to eavesdrop just
to stir up some trouble. Eventually Billy decided to grow up just enough to become the
man we came to love. He was a man of all trades who loved to work. In 1958, Billy
managed to graduate from Bridgeton High School and just to get away from home he
decided to join The United States Air Force where he was deployed to South Korea. After
serving our nation for 4 years, he decided to bring the love back home where he married
Amelia Davis and had three beautiful children. The loves of his life were Billy Gould, Mark
Gould, and Michelle Deniece Gould. If there was one thing Billy could take pride in, it was
his children, along with his grandchildren, William, Elijah, Jonathan, Benjamin and a little
great granddaughter, Princess Kaleigha.
A few years down the road Billy was newly single and on the scene once again; and it was
at Landis Park in Vineland, N.J. where I met my Billy. He was this handsome man with a
little swing in his step. He always looked sharp and was usually talking trash. I guess we
can say he had a way with words. At first, we became friends which made us closer. Billy
was persistent because at first I did not want to be his girl; after some deliberation, Billy
convinced me to give him a try. And believe it or not I, Ivonne M. Santiago Gould, fell in
love with this amazing man. He never really called me Ivonne too much; he had a
nickname for me: “Negrita”.

Billy held various jobs during his lifetime; first, working as a Master Carpenter with his
parents’ construction business, little after, everyone wanted Billy to work on their projects.
He was very proud of his skills. Then Billy decided to leave Pa & Ma’s business in pursuit
of something with a little bit of danger, he became a Firefighter for the Federal Aviation
Administration in Pomona, N.J., where his schemes became more elaborate. Later on
Billy decided to go back to his craft and was a freelance Master Carpenter. He was always
impressing people with his skills. He eventually landed a job with Gateway Community
Action. Billy loved being a carpenter, but loved to mess with people even more. He quickly
won over the hearts of his fellow coworkers. Now Billy was a big believer in giving back to
his community. He served as a volunteer Firefighter for the Gouldtown Fire Company for
30 years. Little did people know that Billy was the fire; he was contagious, almost
infectious, no one could really put him out. His memories are the flames that keep his
legacy alive. Billy also loved to travel. He saw the world. He would visit our family in
Puerto Rico and would go on cruises with our friends to the Caribbean. He loved life and
enjoyed exploring. We always had an adventure.
And of course Billy loved his family very much. He also loved to celebrate, so every year
in July he would combine them both. Billy had the best family barbecues where various
people from different walks of life would come together to create everlasting memories in
his backyard. Billy was also a captivating story teller and he would share this gift with his
buddies down at Dave’s Fairfield Motors. He was the life of the party always telling jokes
and making others smile.
With much pain, although Billy lived a carefree, giving, and joyful life, sickness hit home.
My Billy was not the same. He would still smile through the pain and sorrow. Not once did
he really stop making me laugh. My Billy’s memory started to fail him more and more each
day. His body was not the same. Eventually he needed professional assistance in which
we made the decision to have him reside in the Veterans Memorial Hospital in Vineland,
N.J. Now of course sickness or impediments never stopped him from being Billy Gould.
He spent his last days telling his close ones stories of how many pranks he pulled; and as
he told the stories, he kept on adding to his repertoire. I can say that he embraced his
inner child in all of his glory.
Billy was never afraid to live so he never feared death. He knew who God was and would
say God is everything. He was ready to go home. He felt his Creator calling him and you
know Billy, poof! Just like that he snuck out into the world he so much desired. There is
one thing I am sure of and that is that our Mr. Billy Gould is no longer suffering. He is at
peace. And even though my family, friends, and I with pain in our hearts have come to
accept that you are in a better place, we still miss you. We love you and we will never

forget the Legacy of Mr. Billy Gould.
Family and friends are invited to attend funeral services on Saturday May 6, 2017 at
12:00p.m. from the SRAY-WEBSTER FUNERAL HOME 62 Landis Ave. at Carll’s Corner,
Upper Deerfield Twp.. The interment will be in Cumberland County Veterans Cemetery,
Hopewell Twp.. Friends may call on Saturday morning from 10:00 to 12:00p.m. prior to the
services. In lieu of flowers the family suggests donations in memory be made to the New
Jersey Veterans Memorial Home 524 NW Blvd. Vineland, NJ 08360.
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Comments

“

You don't know me but after reading the obit for Billy I feel as though I could have
known him. You did the best job I've ever seen. You certainly honored him...Carol
Fries

Carol Fries - May 05, 2017 at 12:30 PM

“

Billy was by far the funniest and best story teller I have ever met. He was a really true
friend. I worked with Billy the entire time at the FAA fire department. I was deeply
saddened by hearing today of his passing. The world has lost a great man. I shall
miss you my friend. John Linney

John Linney - May 04, 2017 at 02:04 PM

“

I was sorry to hear of Billy's passing.Worked with him for many years at the FAA Fire
Dept. at Atlantic City Airport.He was always very neat,professional & an exceptional
firefighter, and friend.
To Billy's wife and family, it was a privilege to know Billy, and be called a friend, but
more so it was a profound honor.
In my thought's and prayers,
Constantine P. Kiamos, Jr.
Dorothy,N.J

Constantine P. Kiamos, Jr. - May 04, 2017 at 10:04 AM

“

I am so sorry to here the loss of Mr. Billy Gould My condolence to you and the family
he was a great man and the best dress man I new always looking like a million
dollars he will truly be miss. Love you Sarah Pierce

Sarah Pierce - May 03, 2017 at 05:46 PM

“

Thanks, Bill, for all of the work you did for Gateway(Tri County) Head Start. It never
felt like you were working too hard because you always had a joke and a smile for
everyone! That kind of attitude went a long way to save a spot in everyone's heart for
you. Peace!

Cynthia Mosley - May 03, 2017 at 04:13 PM

“

Bill was such an awesome neighbor. He would call us "his girls" next door. I Felt like I
had our very own body guard that no one would mess with in the TRI STATE area:) I
will really miss his 4th of July party jokes, sitting there after everyone else left and
laughing and laughing. If we needed a ladder, lawn mower or whatever, Bill was very
willing to let us borrow it. I remember one day, Jess needed to cut down limbs over
the house roof and borrowed his ladder. Before I knew it, he was climbing up that
ladder too to check it out! ( He wasn't supposed to be doing that) LOL. He will really
be missed.

Lois Robinson - May 03, 2017 at 03:57 PM

“

Condolences to the Gould family and friends love and healing Mr.Billy we call him
Dearly going to be missed Love from Lindy Durham and family

Lindy Durham - May 03, 2017 at 03:17 PM

“

60 files added to the album LifeTributes

Sray-Webster Funeral Home - May 02, 2017 at 07:46 PM

